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 Aquarius- Hooray! You have 
all the love juice Venus has 
to offer this week. So put on 
your best outfit and strut it 
hard. Everyone wants to hold 
your hand. 


Pisces- You are art this week. 
Your every move is a small 
song. Fuck reality. Live in a 
beautiful fantasy land where 
everything is perfect forever. 
For now. 


Aries- Venus is nested in 
your career field this week. 
This can mean that you're 
married to your job, or that 
your productivity will sooth 
you while you're down. 


Taurus- You have a rare dose 
of Gemini energy this week. 
Team up with someone awe- 
some and get things done, 


Gemini- Take what wisdom 
you can from your transgres- 
sions this week. Don’t beat 
yourself up-so-long as you 
don't betray your heart. 
Cancer- Don't take the first 
good thing to come your 
way this week. Hold out a 
little (not too long, mind you) 
and better things will come 
up. 

Leo- You've been assuming 
a back-seat role in an im- 
portant relationship, profes- 
sional or personal, but that’s 
about to change. Challenge 
the Alpha. 

Virgo- Take things with a 
grain of salt this week. Don't 
look for meaning that isn’t 


there. You'll have more fun. 


officially over this week. Dust 
off your spring clothes, clean 
up your bike, and start being 
awesome. It’s going to be a 
good year. 


Scorpio- Be brave with 
someone who, makes you 
nervous this week. Speak up 
and be direct. They’ll-see you 
in a whole new light. 


Sagittarius- Just because 
something is ‘important 
doesn't need it needs to be 
heavy and arduous. Be light 
with important activities and 
decisions this week. 


Capricorn- Things are taking 
a somber turn for you this 
week. Slow down and appre- 
ciate everything in a slower 


Libra- A long hibernation is ~ 
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Serious business can wait. 
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time signature, especially the 
weather. Walk. 
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Dear Lyra, 


| have a very male body. I'm big and tough 
looking and muscly, but I've always longed 
very much to be perceived and treated as a 
female. It’s never seemed practical to me as 
| could never “pass” or anything, but lately 
I've been opening up to my friends about 
this gender confusion and they've been very 
supportive. My question is, one friend in par- 
ticular, when we're alone or in safe company, 
will say things like “you look so pretty today” 
or other friendly compliments or greetings 
that are traditionally reserved for girls. On 
one level, | like this very much and love her 
for her thoughtfulness, but simultaneously, | 
can’t help shake the feeling that she’s making 
fun of me. I’m positive she isn’t, but it’s been 
a nightmare of mine for so long that people 
would know about my identity and use it 
against me that even the friendliest gestures 
seem tainted. Furthermore | have a hard time 
seeing how anyone could think I'm “pretty” 
so it seems affected. How can! politely let her 
know to stop doing this while showing that 
| love her motive and that she supports me? 
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First, I'm so happy for you for finally having 
a group of friends you love enough to open 
up with. It’s a tremendous victory for your 
heart to reveal such deep and intimate 
truths after feeling the need to hide for so 
long. You say that you long to be perceived 
and TREATED as a female. Is this type of 
talk or greeting something your friend 
uses with other female friends? | bet she 
calls other people pretty too, and | bet she 
believes it every time she says it. | thought 
| was very ugly when | was in high school 
and my early twenties. It always sounded 
like a taunt when someone called me pret- 
ty. The first time | let myself believe a per- 
son who called me pretty, | cried for what 
seemed like years. If pretty was defined as 
looking like you want to look, then the vast 
majority of people would not be pretty. If 
this talk makes you uncomfortable, gently 
explain to your friend what you just said to 
me, and | guarantee that she'll understand 
exactly what you're talking about. But. | 
think the best solution here would be for 
you to allow yourself to be pretty, and to 
believe her, and to cry about it for what 
seems like years. -Lyra 


a a Ne 


Sr a ea a a a a 


All Content © 2010 - 2014 Secret Family Publications - Have the best day. 


free 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Favies for Aging Children - An ea- 
gle soared high above the Earth, 
a warm wind beneath his wings. He 
rose in spiraling gyres of hot air, effort- 
lessly coasting above trees and moun- 
tains. He heard a whizzing sound from 
below and turned just in time to see 
an arrow pierce his breast. He cried, 
flapped his wings in terror, and be- 
gan slowly tumbling down, head over 
tail, no longer able to gain purchase 
on the warm wind rushing around his 
head. The ground rose, faster and fast- 
er, and he landed with a dull thud on 
an outcropping of rock, prostrate on 
his back, the arrow shaft rising to the 
heavens he so recently owned. Warm 
blood matted his feathers, and in the 
gloaming moments of consciousness, 
he regarded the arrow, and saw that it 
was his own feather that was used to 
craft the fletching. “Alas,” he mouthed 
with his final breath. “How often we 
give our enemies precisely what they 
need to undo us.” 


ey look at all the awesome illus- 
trations in this issue. We're trying 
something new here and featuring 
guest illustrators. Our first such guest 
is Shari Heck. Shari’s work is simulta- 
neously surreal, humorous, and politi- 
cally relevant, armored in the optimis- 
tic confidence of na. 
youth that ignites 7 > 
a stirring spark in 
those of us whose 
convictions have 
faded to a thirty- 
something beige. 
We can hardly do 
her bold color 
choices and line v 
quality justice in the gray scale medi- 
um, and strongly urge you to see her 
work at 
Facebook.com/shariannaheck 


If you'd like to participate in our guest 
illustrator program, give us a shout 
and send some samples. 


y) brake pads. Protect your awesome 
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o our delivery man David Otter 
was clobbered by a car on Spruce 
St. this past Saturday. He was travel- 
ing ina bike lane 
at a reasonable 
speed with flash- 
ing lights when a 
car pulled across 
the bike lane to- 
- wards a parking 
rf, space and they 
y collided, send- 
ing David into a 
superman dive 
Kil where he struck 

his face on the sidewalk, ripping his 
eye, getting a big ol lifelong Harry Pot- 
ter scar on his forehead, and doing 
substantial damage to his mount, Ar- 
tax Albatross. So why am | telling you 
about this? David is one of the best 
defensive cyclists | know. He lives on 
his bike and meticulously maintains 
his equipment. He was sober and 
alert, and still he got nailed. So please 
be careful. Cycling is the best way to 
navigate this awesome city, but never 
push a pedal without your helmet. Al- 
ways use lights, and obey traffic laws 
when applicable. A moment of negli- 
gence from any one of the thousands 
of mobile oppression palaces zipping 
around us can mean death if you aren't 
prepared. Get a tune up before pulling 
your bike out this season. Change your 
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on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 
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FIREHOUSE BICYCLES 


cy WOLF CYCLES 


215-727-9692 4311 Lancaster Ave. 
215-222-2171 


Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes), 
and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 10/1/2014 
www.firehousebicycles.com 


7" since 1932 


self. And if you see David or Artax, give 
them a cookie or a hug or something. 
<3 -Lyra 


dmirable Event of the Week - Punxx 

Show! Nana Grizol, Sooonboy, Hot 
Tears and Radiator Hospital at Golden 
Tea House. Super awesome singer/ 
songwriter showcase and guaran- 
teed good vibes and high fives. Show 
starts at 8 and donations are strongly 
encouraged for the touring acts, who 
come from as far away as Washington 
state and our own origin town, Ath- 
ens, GA. Thursday, 3/13 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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1- Joined at the Hip 
A pair of Siamese twins, who were not 
separated at birth nor any other time 


N 


Center 


Out and about in 
City. Pick 
us up by the EL 
stop at the south 


West Philadelphia Alliance for Children during their lives, had exactly 6 days east corner of 
Hey Word Nerds! Inspire the next generation of young | of vacation. One wanted to go to Ha- 
readers in West Philly by volunteering in an elementary | waii and the other wanted to go to 13. and market 


school library! 


The West Philadelphia Alliance for Children (WePAC) 
is looking for dedicated folks who are excited to work 
on all aspects of library programming, including read 
alouds, literacy activities, and helping children select 
and check out books. The most important thing is that 
the volunteers are flexible, have a can-do attitude, and 
are excited about providing access to books for children 
in West Philadelphia. WePAC also has volunteer oppor- 
tunities for classroom tutoring and after-school news- 


Paris, France. They found a way to each 
spend at least 3 full days in their re- 
spective preferred spots and be home 
in time for work. How did they do it? 


2- Case Dismissed 

Lyra was walking down the street 
when a cop detained her for smoking 
a hand-rolled cigarette, mistaking it 
for a joint. When she started yelling at 
him, he cuffed her and took her down- 
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“You better 
believe our coffee 


smells, brother.” 


paper clubs. town. Why was her case thrown out? n> 
Call us at 267-443-3224 or visit falsepre 
wepac.org/get-involved for more info. sayssays 

sayssays 
ate aCross 
sayssays 

pUZz Te work Spare i pea 1. Ancient stone obelisk 1. Human vessel 
breather 6. To beat 2. Enormous Antarctic mountain range 


Remy 


Want to see your favorite animal pal in the 
Secret Admirer? Send us a photo with a cap- 
tion or name and we'll print it! Also. If you're 
looking for a home for a stray or homeless 


WTF 2: é Wacky é Facts! - 
e Baseball was invented 
and named in England around 1750. 
A Aerosmith has made more mon- 
ey from Guitar Hero royalties than 
from any of their albums. A Genghis 
Khan impregnated over 500 women 
at least once. A Hitler’s last publicly 
listed phone number was Berlin 11 
6191. A No scientific experiment can 
conceivably be done to prove that 


Overheard m Phila 


2&Chestnut 
guy spanging- Hey man, can you help me get 


time exists. A If you could fold a piece 
of paper in half 51 times, it would be 
thicker than the distance between 
the Earth and the Sun. A 1 in 50 US 
citizens executed for murder has the 
middle name Wayne. A A greeting 
card that can play the song “Happy 
Birthday” has more computing pow- 
er than existed in the whole world in 
1950. A Bruce Dickinson, singer for 
Iron Maiden, is a Boeing 757 pilot. A 


some food? 


old guy- (grumpily) Sure, the store's right there. 


El Train@5 
gal 1-...so she basically had a tampon stuck 


inside of her for like a month. 


gal 2- No way! Are you kidding? 
gal 1- Nope. That shit looked like charcoal when 


she pulled it out of her twat. 


gal 2- Damn, that’s crazy. | had sex with a 


tampon in once and it didn’t get 
stuck like that. 


8&Federal 
guy- (to a cat eating a hotdog on the sidewalk) 


Hey! Who you think you are?! That yours? 


10. Pertaining to pee pee 

14. When the air is moist 

15. Assistant 

16. These alter Superman’s strength 

17. The fight for Helen 

18. Level 

19. Chapters of history 

20. Flag waving 

22. A temple 

23. Make tears 

24. Protective charm 

26. Quinceanera 

30. To rob of meaning 

32. Dangerous part of a razor blade 

33. What prospectors seek 

35. Mini meal 

39. Sociopathic puppeteers 

41. This is only as strong as your word 

42. Big blue long-necked river wader 

43. Cantankerous 

44. Formerly 

46. Give rise to 

47.To collect applicable understanding 

49.When groups of clowns are this, they 
tend to rap 

51. Appraise 

54. New Zealand parrot 

55.When paired with flim, equals 
shenanigans 

56. To act below your moralit 

63. A bunch of these make a parkicem 
floor 

64. What the wanderer lacks 

65. Jewish unit of weight 

66. Where ladies earned their periods 

67. Why for do you buy stamps? 

68. Ancient Roman magistrate 

69. The meaning of the bottom word in 
the second logic puzzle 

70. Pertaining to your lowermost 
sphincter 

71. Doped up 


3. Radiate 
4. Politician 
5. Will power < desire for substance 
6. Full of lipids 
7.2 score and 13 
8. Lyric poems 
9. Welche Sprache ist das? 
10. Quantifiable value to a specific goal 
11. Opposite of urban 
12. Superfluous 
13. If you have this, it adds to your 
10 down 
21. This type of sex is sodomy 
25. Food for the toothless 
26. Depending on which yard you're 
standing in, you could have 2 or 3 
27. You waste less gas when you do this 
in a diesel 
28. Method of defense 
29. Cost 1 brick, 1 wood, 1 grain and 
1 sheep 
30. Decorate 
31.Word on the street 
. No longer in love with 
. Operatic solo 
. Ingredient you don't want in cat food 
38. Where your patella lives 
40. Where your cones and rods live 
45. Business nooses 
48. Takes your breath away 
50. Persistently harried 
51. Beyond the ending 
52. Traverse along 
53. Blue on specials 
54. The rolling of a bell 
57. Type of horse coat 
. Dogfish 
. Another go 
. 9th most massive body directly 
orbiting our sun 
61. Something an unsavvy shopper 
can't resist 


62. Outbuilding for tools and storage 
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1- Finding Captain Flint’s treasure is the subject of this novel. 

2- In 1893, Queen Isabella | was the fist tovappear ona US postage stamp. 
3- What term was coined in 1983 to market the Gavilan SC portable computer? 
4- Name Chicago's main international airport. 

5- Which color is most vivid.to a mosquito's.eye? 


animal, send in the details and your contact 
info and we'll get the word out for free. 
hanks for reading! 


JAM 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
or text 603 203 4766 
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